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	Problems posed in the article: 
Ethics is not an option; it is essential to our survival.

We will not survive the twenty-first century with the ethics of the twentieth century.

Ethical relativism poisons our ability to take a moral stand.

Purpose of the Article: 
Ethics need to evolve in all systems to meet the challenges faced in the 21st century due to emerging technologies in all aspect of life. 

Ethics must be collectively understood as being universal and applicable to all aspects of life. 

Provide a foundation through which we can support the use of ethics in our decision making.


	Beliefs held by the author: 
Ethics provide the foundation for decision making.

Ethics can be taught

Ethics are not limited to a single field; they apply across the board to all areas. 



	Main Ideas
	Examples/personal reflections

	1. The scale of today’s systems make them so potentially damaging that ethics must be applied in order to safeguard society.
	S&L scandals, the financial collapse of the financial sector in 2008, and the, apparent, corruption of the Trump presidency. An absence of ethics and moral compass has contributed to massive, damaging, events occurring that have impacted our civilization globally.

This concerns me, I must provide a safe place for my students to explore their ideas but also provide a strong moral compass and ethical foundation so that they can judge and try to foresee the consequences of their actions.

	2.We will not survive the twenty-first century with the ethics of the twentieth century. 
	With the rapid changes in technology and the world around us, we need to ensure that our ethical responses to new situations aligns with the situation at hand. 

The scale of today’s systems make them so potentially damaging that ethics must be provided in new ways in order to safe guard society

All people need to understand that lack of knowledge is often not what leads to ‘mistakes’ or ‘poor decisions’ that instead a lack of ethics leads individuals to make decisions that could have unforeseen (or even possibly seen consequences).

On a personal level, think of the  decisions students have to make daily around their phones and social media. Students have the knowledge to use their phones in a variety of ways. They need, though, reminders of how to ethically deal with the potential pitfalls of using it incorrectly. 



	 3. We are not in good shape to adopt new ethics to help us survive as people currently in positions of power have admitted to acting unethically.


	As a society, we demonstrate an increasing interest in the question of ethics and of wanting stronger ethics; however, we struggle with doing anything around it.

The author cites leaders as having admitted to ethical failures. While this is a significant concern, we feel that finding persons who have not had some ethical or moral failure in their lives will be literally impossible. 
The belief system of a couple of us precludes that all persons have failed and that all persons are in need of external help to survive. Kidder’s assertion that ethical failures (cheating, lying, being willing to go through probation for ten million dollars, etc.) preclude leaders from making ethical stands is wrong.
Schools struggle over whether they have the right to impose their values on students, and families question whether school has that right. 

You cannot impose your values on others

As we move towards tolerance, we become paralyzed over upsetting people by with our choices. 

The idea that we grapple over  something such as honesty. We know that cheating is dishonest. And we ethically understand that we should be honest; however, incident of cheating exist in a variety of forms.

As we are all, in some way, guilty of ethical and moral failures, that assertion lends itself to a sense of hopelessness. Hopelessness goes against my belief system as well. 

We, as persons in positions of power and influence, must work to build society into the type of place we want ourselves, and our children, to live in. We want the civilization we want to leave behind to better than the one we leave behind.


	  4.  There are universally held ethics (e.g. do not steal, do unto others as you would have them do unto yourself) that can and should be taught.


	We agree with this statement. The question becomes whose responsibility this becomes. What role do we each play in upholding these universal ethics? It is one thing to understand they exist; it is another thing to collectively uphold them. 

We believe this starts at the individual level. We can make a difference one choice, one person at a time. 

	  5.  Ethics is the space in between two things that are right and correct not between good and evil.


	As leaders, this is the difficult place where we will often find ourselves. These are the decisions that define who we are and what we believe. These are also the decisions that may have results that don’t necessarily make everyone happy; however, if made from an ethical stance, they will be understood and accepted. 



	6. Laws introduce regulation where ethics have slipped away, they impose regulation where society has shown that it cannot self-regulate.


	As our ethics slip, new rules are created because of our lack of self-regulation. 

This, in many ways, is a sad commentary on the current state our collect ethics. As a society, too many people have chosen to break a universal understanding, thus a new law or rule needs to be imposed on us. 

Children are learning to self-regulate. We need to be better role models at this. We have so many rules in schools because we do not trust that students can and will self-regulates. 

Phones are becoming a bigger issue each year in middle and high schools. On one hand teachers want to trust students to use them in class to complete assignments, but on the other hand, many students cannot self-regulate themselves. As such, more and more teachers are finding it easier to completely ban cell phones; however, how does this impact the learning of those that can self-regulate?



	7. Ethics are not limited to a single field; they apply across the board to all areas. 


	Ethics are universal. They apply to all fields. They apply to the basic tenant of what it means to be human and the choices we are faced with in all aspects of our lives. 

If each one of us took an approach of viewing ethics as a universal choice, we could then see a greater understanding among each other. 


REFLECTION:
As a group, we had a lot of great discussion around ethics and the article. We all appreciated the idea that ‘ethics is not an option’, the idea that not making a choice is a form of taking an ethical stance, just as much as making a difficult choice is. We discussed, that throwing our hands up and saying that it is too much to change the ethical path of so many cannot be the response. Instead, that we need to start with ourselves and then focus on one choice, one person at a time. All change is slow, and a change towards reinforcing universal ethics starts with individuals. One person, one student, one class at a time can have a lasting impact when you then multiply that by years. We cannot, as individuals expect an immediate change, but instead we can look at the ways we can make an impact each day. Essentially, we cannot, as leaders and individuals, get overwhelmed with it all. We have a profound ability as educational leaders to impact students and the situations they find themselves in. Instead of getting overwhelmed with what is wrong, we need to focus on what impact we can have through our actions and decisions to make changes, one choice at a time.  The current technological landscape further requires us to educate and guide youth and peers through what is ethical, not what is easy or beneficial to self. 
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