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Show vs Tell
Set Learning Targets and Focus for a Writing 
Project



4 x 4 Strategy

• Four picture prompts or video prompts or a combination of both.

• Four Pictures / Four Minutes of Discussion / Four Minutes of Writing 
= a full page of story / paragraph starts. 

• Steps – Show the image – Four minutes of discussion – share words, 
thoughts, ideas. Then Four minutes of quiet, idependent writing. 

• (Pre-Covid) - up move and change spots to knew picture



Page Set-up
Divide a piece of paper into four



Picture 
Prompt #1 –
Break-out 
room for 
discussion –
FOUR 
MINUTES



Writing time!! – 4 
Minutes – fill the 
square

Encourage students to 
start with one good 
sentence



Picture Prompts Continued



Sensory Wri+ng Words 
Booklet



Cross-curricular with this 
strategy

Novel Study - powerful quotes from the novel; character 
examination

Poetry – use 4 with a prompting question  - discuss and 
respond 

Socials – Maps, Primary Sources, Quotes, Text, Images (Mix of 
all) - use to intro a unit or as a formative or summative piece. 
– Significance

Science – Images, Articles 
AND SO MUCH MORE!!!

Discussion, Movement, Reflection!!



Building One-
Point with 
Students



WriDng / 
Projects –
Design 
Process

Make / Share Final Product

Iteration Iterate by Crea*ng a Second Prototype – Second Dra5 
(Could Test Again and create a Third!!)

Test Get Peer and Teacher Feedback

Prototype First Dra3

Ideate The Brainstorming process

Define (with knowing your audience) – Topic; Genre; Audience; 
Purpose



Editing – Student 
Conferencing



Planning a 
writing Unit



A few of our 
Favourite Things 
. . . 


